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A Publication of the Wright State University Alumni Association

RICK WEGMANN-ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER

The True Mark of Success

A

t the age of 13, Rick Wegmann
(82 M.B.A.) was already a
budding entrepreneur. He and
his 23-year-old brother were renting
computer time at a local business to
operate their own billing service for a
local Cincinnati hospital.
"I guess that's when I was first
bitten by the entrepreneur bug," says
Wegmann.
Today, Wegmann is chairman and
CEO of Digital Concepts, Inc. (DCI),
an information technology firm that
he and fellow WSU alumnus Stephen
Solch established in 1984 with an
initial outlay of $800. Located in the
Apple Valley Research Park in
Beavercreek, DCI has annual sales of
over $3 million and a workforce of 50
who help middle-market manufacturI
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ing and distribution companies make
better use of information technology.
However, it's more than his
business success that sets him apart.
Wegmann devotes countless volunteer hours to making the Miami
Valley a better place to live and grow,
earning him the 1999 WSU Alumni
Association's Outstanding Alumni
Achievement Award.
"Rick has been my mentor for
1O years," says Lisa Anderson, DCI
business development manager who

nominated Wegmann for the award.
"Ever since I've known him, he has
volunteered in all aspects of community life. Yet, he manages to maintain
a balance with his business, family,
and civic life:'
Wegmann's volunteer work has
ranged from coaching his son and
daughter's sports teams to serving on
the boards of the Dayton Ballet, the
Engineering and Science Foundation,
and the Armed Forces Communica(continued on page 3)
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Rick Wegmann gives some advice to a participant at the West District Science Day held
at the Nutter Center in March. Wegmann was a judge representing the Dayton Chapter
of the Armed Forces Communications Electronics Association.
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Did You Know?
AlumNews is a bi-monthly publication of
the WSU Alumni Association. AlumNews
reserves the right to edit any material
submitted. Material and letters to the
editor may be sent to the Office of
Alumni Relations, Alumni Foundation
Building, Wright State University, Dayton,
OH 45435-0001. Telephone: (937)
775-2620; Fax: (937) 775-2736.

•

Wright State ranks third
among Ohio's state-assisted
colleges and public universities in federally funded science and engineering research and development,
which includes disciplines
of strategic importance to
regional industry and economic development.

•

The university's Small Business Development Center
offers counseling, courses,
seminars, and other services
to help those looking to start
a new business or expand an
existing one.

AlumNews Editor
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Communications and Marketing

Alumni Editor
Tom Brookey
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Theresa Almond, Office of
Communications and Marketing

Contributing Writer
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Board of Directors
President
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Vice-President
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•

The Chemistry Department's
chemistry demonstration
shows have been performed
continuously
for 15 years,
annually
bringing in
6,000 local
elementary
and secondary students
to campus.

•

The University Libraries'
Aerospace Medicine Collection, housed in the Special
Collections and Archives of
the Fordham Health Sciences
Library, is a NASA research
site for medical aerospace
information.

Dave Leadingham, 90 B.S. 98 M.B.A.

Secretary
Pat Maynard-Coates, 82 B.S.B.

Treasurer
Jerry Pressel, 81 B.A.; 87 M.B.A.
Ron Amos, 76 B.S.B.
Doug Boyd, 71 B.S.Ed.
Tom Brookey, 84 B.S.B.
Betsy Brown, 74 B.S.Ed.; 77 M.S.
Greg Luke, 85 B.S.B.
Mike Malone, 77 B.S.B.
Marilyn McCauley, 89 B.S.
Greg Notestine, 76 B.S.
Cathy Pearson, 71 B.A.
Jon Ramey, 95 B.S.B.
Marshall Rose, 82 B.A., 88 M.S.
Joe Schivone, 88 B.S.B.
Vern Shoemaker, 72 B.S.B.
Ira Stanley, 76 B.S.B.
Jeff Weller, 93 B.A.
Karen Wolf, 72 B.S.Ed.; 81 M.Ed.

Office of Alumni Relations
Director, Susan Smith, 84 B.A.
Assistant Director, Bob Dearbaugh,
78 B.A.; 92 M.A.,
Senior Secretary, Brenda McKenzie
Senior Secretary, Cherie Ritter

Pleased and surprised, President Kim Goldenberg and Shelley Goldenberg accept a
plaque from the Alumni Association's president, Mike Reynolds, celebrating their
induction as honorary members of the Alumni Association. Held at Jay's Restaurant
in Dayton last February, the evening also included a formal check presentation of
$500,000, the Alumni Association's gift to the university. In his remarks, President
Goldenberg pointed out his pride in the association's many accomplishments during
its relatively short existence.
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Wegmann Named Alumni Acheivement Award Winner
tions-Electronic Association, which
honored him with their Meritorious
Service Award in 1994. A member of
the Rotary Club of Dayton and the
Electronics Equipment Manufacturer's
Group, he is active in the Engineers
Club of Dayton and the Dayton
Chamber of Commerce. He also
finds time to tutor students in the
computer lab at Incarnation School.
"In the business world, there
seems to be this attitude that the
more you have, the more successful
you are," he says. "But I think success
comes down to what I learned early
in life from my parents-that true
satisfaction comes from making a
difference-from giving backespecially to the community and
people who helped me get to where
I am today:'
For Wegmann, that community
encompasses Wright State.
"As a student working full time
and taking classes part time, I was
very impressed with the quality of
Wright State's programs. The professors had a good business sensemany were working in the business
world at the same time, so they
helped me to see how to apply what
I was learning to what I would
encounter in the real world:'
The real world of entrepreneurship opened up for Wegmann and
Saleh in 1982 when, over lunch, the
two discussed starting their own
business.
"We realized that we were a
good fit," says Wegmann. An electrical engineer, Saleh, who is DCl's
president, was well suited to provide
the technical expertise, while

Wegmann's background in business
made him the finance, accounting,
and marketing expert.
Using their own money, they
started their business, working out
of their homes instead of a corporate
office. "Basically, what we were
selling at the time was our brain
power:'
The two have maintained a
conservative fiscal approach to
business, which, according to
Wegmann, allows them to concentrate on service excellence rather
than "growth just for the sake of
growth:'
"We believe it's important to
invest in our most valuable assetDCl's professional staff'
In 1998, they decided the timing
: was right to enter into a joint venture
with the CPA firm of Battelle and
Battelle LLP, forming Battelle Technology Solutions, which provides informa-

tion technology services for Battelle
clients and other commercial firms.
Over the past four years,
Wegmann has volunteered with
WSU's Corporate Appeal Campaignthe past two leading a team that
raised the most money in this annual
drive that seeks funds from the
business community for WSU scholarships, program enhancement, and
outreach initiatives. Named chairelect for the 1999 campaign,
Wegmann will serve as the appeal's
chair in the year 2000, assuming, as
Wegmann humorously says, "The
world doesn't cease to exist because
of Y2K!"
Wegmann was presented with
the award at the Alumni Association's
annual Alumni Achievement Award
dinner, held last February.
Wegmann lives in Springboro
with his wife, Barb, and their two
children, Ricky, 12, and Hannah, 11.
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Here's How to Keep in Touch
SCHOOLS
Graduate Studies 775-2976
Professional Psychology 775-3490
School of Medicine 775-3010

WSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
c/o WSU Office of Alumni Relations
3640 Col. Glenn Hwy.
Dayton, OH 45435
Telephone: (937) 775-2620; 1-800-535-0688
FAX: (937) 775-2736
E-mail: alumni@wright.edu
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Other Frequently Used Numbers

COLLEGES
Business and Administration
Education and Human Services
Engineering and Computer Science
Liberal Arts
Science and Mathematics
Nursing and Health

775-2437
775-2821
775-5001
775-2225
775-2611
775-3131

OTHER
Admissions
775-5700
Art Galleries
775-2978
Artist Series
775-5544
Athletics
775-2771
Bookstore
775-5600
Career Planning
and Placement
775-2556

Fitness Center
775-5505
Information
Center
775-5740
University
Libraries
775-4125
Nutter Center
Box Office
775-3498

Transcripts
775-5588
Theatre Box
Office
775-2500
University
Events
775-5512
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Meet Your Board Members
Betsy Brown

Ronald Amos

(74 B.S.Ed.; 77 M.S.)

(76 B.S.; 84 M.B.A.)

Betsy has been a member of the
Alumni Association since 1974,
serving as president from 1996 to
1998. She views her service as an
opportunity to "give back to the
university that gave me so much:'

President of the Dayton Region of
Firstar Bank, Ron believes that WSU
"gave him the foundation to succeed:'

"Alumni have
the unique opportunity to show their
pride in their alma
mater to all those
they come in
contact with," she
says. "This support
attracts new students and faculty.
Alumni are a critical building block
in a young university such as ours:'
Betsy hopes to see the board
continue its support of activities
such as university events, legacy
scholarships, and academic programs. According to Betsy, "students
need to see that alumni care about
the university:'

A board member
since 1996, Ron says
a high point of his
tenure was the recent
$500,000 gift from
the association to the
university. "This
substantial donation was a historic
moment for the association, and I'm
very proud to have played a part:'

Ron is a native of Trotwood and
lives in Clayton with his wife, Joan,
and three children, Nick and twins
Meredith and Michelle, where he
enjoys playing tennis, biking, and
doing yard work.

Ron is active in supporting many
other initiatives in the Dayton com-

UPDATE YOUR RECORDS_
• If you've moved, had a career change, or just lost touch, the Office of Alumni Relations wants to hear
• from you.

• Your full name

A 20-year employee with
Reynolds and Reynolds, Betsy is
director of Corporate Human
Resources. In that position, she
works on assignment with a company-wide team assessing and
reengineering their business processes throughout the company.

• Mailing address

Betsy is an active volunteer
at St. Luke's School and with the
Beavercreek Popcorn Festival. She
also serves on the board of the
Adolescent Health and Wellness
Center.

• Employer location

When she has free time, she likes
to go to tropical islands with her
husband, Tim, and their son, Darren.

munity. He currently serves on the
Board of Directors of Children's
Medical Center, Dayton Metropolitan
Y.M.C.A., and the Affordable Housing
Fund. Additionally he has served in
leadership positions in the United
Way, United Cerebral Palsy Rehabilitation Services, and the Wright State
University Foundation.

• City

Social Security no.

State

Zip code

Is this a new address?

• Home phone

• Place of employment

Is this a new job?

• Spouse's full name

Title

A promotion?

Is she/he also a graduate of WSU?

• Other news for publication

.

: Please return to: Wright State University, Office of Alumni Relations, 3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy.,
• Dayton, Ohio 45435-0001. Phone: (937) 775-2620 or 1-800-535-0688; FAX (937) 775-2736;
: or visit our home page at http://www.wright.edu/alumni/records.html

. . ... . . .. ... . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ... . . .. .. . . . ..
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WSU Alumni-

Look How They

What's Up?
Alumni Association Calendar of Events
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ollowing is a list of confirmed Alumni Association-supported events.
Many more are in the planning stages; please call Alumni Relations or
check our web site for the latest information.

May 22-Alumni Association

1st

Annual Family Fun Ride. An organized
bicycle ride for the entire family on
the bike trail in Beavercreek, Ohio.
Registration fee required. Price
includes lunch and t-shirt.

June 12-June Commencement
and new Graduate Reception,
sponsored by the Alumni Association
for all new graduates and t heir
families on the concourse of the
Nutter Center immediately following
commencement ceremonies.

June 23-home buying/refinance seminar, 6:30 p.m., 169 B&C,
Student Union.

August 21-Family Fun Bowling
Night, 4 p.m. at the Beaver Vu
Bowling Alley in Beavercreek.
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The Alumni Association will
participate in several area parades
this summer.
July 4-Fairborn, Ohio
July 23-Air Show Parade,
Vandalia, Ohio

September 6-Holiday at Home
Parade, Kettering, Ohio

September 17-Alumni Association Golf Outing. The annual golf
outing to benefit the Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship fund will be
held this year at Pipestone Golf
Course in Miamisburg, Ohio.

For information on any of these
events or programs, please call the
Office of Alumni Relations at {937)
775-2620.

Presidents Honored
We are proud to announce that a
plaque has been placed in the
Alumni Association Corporate Suite
in the Nutter Center, honoring all of
the past presidents of the alumni
association. This is just one way to
thank and honor all of the hard
work and dedication provided from
those individuals who have lead the
association in the past.

Shine!
40 Under 40 Awards
Congratulations to the following WSU grads who were recognized in the "40 Under 40
Awards" in the April 16 issue of

Business News:
Steven Beinlich (82 B.S.B.)Managing Partner, Ernst &
Young
Bryan Bucklew (92 B.A.)-Vice
President, Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce
Bruce Clapp (90 B.S.B.)-Vice
President, Liberty Bank
Mary Garman (85 B.S.N.)Director, Critical Care Complex and Nutritional Support
Services, Children's Medical
Center
These awards recognize
Dayton's younger generation of
leaders.

Onward to the Ivy
Congratulations to
Danielle Rolfes, a 1997
accounting alumna, for
her recent acceptance
to Harvard Law School.
Danielle was an outstanding senior in the Accountancy Department's honors
program, earning an Academic Letter. An employee
of Procter & Gamble, she
earned the highest score in
Ohio on the Certified Public
Accountants exam in 1998.
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Raising the Roof
Wright State raised the roof on two new
residence halls last month. Cranes were
used to construct the new modular threestory apartment buildings, which went
from the ground up in about 10 days.
Each building will have 15 apartments
for upper-class students. More and more
students Jive on campus-in fact, all 116
spaces in the new building were
assigned the day the lottery was held,
and there is already a waiting list. WSU
anticipates having more than 2,300
residents next fall.
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